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(Q. 401)
SHRIMATI DEEPA DASMUNSI (RAIGANJ): Madam Speaker, thank you. I

would like to first thank all the Opposition Members because today the Question
Hour is not being interrupted. I also want to thank the hon. Prime Minister as he
has shown deep concern for the conservation of wild life, especially of tigers.
Today, my Question is not about Tigers. As we all know, five per cent of the
entire habitat of wild life is in India.

My Question is about deer. [ visited the National Zoo in Delhi, the
Zoological Park, where I found that in a small enclosure where hardly sixty deer
can stay, almost 200 to 250 deer have been put up. Many a time, it may cause
injury to them and it may also cause casualty. On the other hand, there are a few
areas where there are no animals at all.

There are some norms and there are some laws to be followed in this regard.
The hon. Minister has also said that there are norms for that. According to those
norms, more than sixty deer should not be put up, but it is more than that.

So, I would like to ask the Minister whether we could provide different
areas or different enclosures for different species of deer. There are not many
kinds of animals in that Zoo. Can we provide different areas so that visitors and
tourists — Common Wealth Games is also knocking at our doors and there will be
many tourists — could see many more animals over there?

In Malda there is a deer park called Adina Deer Park where we do not get
to see any deer at all. In North Bengal, there are many forests, but deer are hardly
seen over there. If we can send some of these deer to that area for the sake of
visitors and tourists, it would be ideal.

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Madam Speaker, I share the concern of the hon.
Member on the plight of deer in many of our zoos. The problem is caused by the
fact that deer, perhaps like us Indians, are prolific breeders and there is excess of
their numbers. We have had to adopt very stringent methods. Particularly in the

Delhi Zoo, we have introduced norms, we have introduced castration, we have
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introduced transfer of power to other sanctuaries like the Asola Sanctuary and the
A.N. Jha Sanctuary. So, we are trying a variety of ways to ensure that the norms
are implemented. The fact of the matter is that the number of deer is very large
because they are prolific breeders.

But I would like to assure the hon. Member that all efforts will be made to
ensure that norms are maintained and, to the extent possible we will encourage
transfer of deer from zoos where there seems to be an over population of deer in
small enclosure.

SHRIMATI DEEPA DASMUNSI (RAIGANIJ): There is no adequate
infrastructure in the Zoo|
(b1/1105/tkd-bks)
There are hardly one or two ]‘@ical Officers who are looking after the entire

animal fraternity.

Thirdly, there is sCarcity of water in Delhi Zoo and last year in June due to
drinking water scarcity, many of the animals, six deer, two lions and tigers, and
one elephant fell sick. So, this should be taken care of.

Madam, my main point is that from the Kolkata Zoo last year, there were
two rare species of monkeys which have been stolen because of the lapses of the
security people. So, it should be taken care of. Though they have got back from
Chhattisgarh yet these kinds of things are happening in the Zoo because of
inadequate staff in the zoo itself. So, is there any provision of filling up the
vacancies, especially in Delhi Zoo, because the Commonwealth Games are fast
approaching? The Delhi Zoo has been given a lot of funds; a sum of Rs. 830.05
lakh has been given to the Delhi Zoo. It has not been given for painting or for
decoration. This amount is given so that more animals should be taken to this zoo
and it will be good for the tourists also.

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: There are 198 zoos in the country and only one of
these zoos is run by the Central Government, viz, the Delhi Zoo. We are trying to

ensure that the Delhi Zoo comes out as an exemplar for quality. But I agree with
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the hon. Member that still there is room for improvement, particularly in providing
health facilities. We have the Central Zoo Authority which has an agreement with
the Indian Veterinary Research Institute at Bareilly which provide these referral
services. But I would be the first one to accept the fact that perhaps there is
always room for improvement. But I do want to bring to the hon. Member’s
attention that out of these 198 zoos, only one zoo is directly under the control of
the Central Government and 197 zoos are run by private agencies, trusts,
agricultural universities, municipal corporations or by State Governments.

I would also like to inform the hon. Member that we have asked for the

perspective plans to be prepared for each of these zoos. I am glad to say that out
of 198 zoos in the country, 134 zoos have prepared the perspective plans, which is
how they are going to expand and maintain over the next ten years. The Central
Zoo Authority, which was set up some 18 years ago, is being strengthened. We
are opening regional offices of the Central Zoo Authority to ensure quality in
enforcing these laws. The Wildlife Crime Control Bureau is also very active to
control the crimes that are committed in these zoos and to ensure security in these
Z00S.
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SHRI S. SEMMALAI (SALEM): Madam, the hon. Minister has stated in his
Statement that water points and sitting places have been created in the Delhi
Zoological Park for the safety of deer. Frequently, the deer are straying away from
the forest and entering into roadside and human habitations in search of drinking
water. As a result, the deer are getting killed in traffic and hunted by the villagers.
To avoid such a situation, sufficient drinking water facilities like drinking water
ponds and water bodies have to be created in the forest itself. Will the Ministry
pay attention to this fact and create as many water bodies as possible in the forest
areas to avoid the deer moving away from their places to risky areas? So, I would
like to know about it from the hon. Minister.

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: I would like to state that the primary responsibility of
providing these water bodies in the forest areas lies with the State Forest
Departments. Where we have direct control, direct responsibility like, for example,
in the Project Tiger Areas, we can certainly step in and provide all financial and
other forms of assistance. But I take the hon. Member’s point and I will impress
upon the Chief Wildlife Wardens that they should pay extra attention to the
provision of water bodies to enable the deer not to stray out and get killed by the
moving traffic.

(ends)
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(Q.402)
SHRI RAVNEET SINGH (ANANDPUR SAHIB): Madam, I would like to know

from the hon. Minister whether the Government proposes to convert the tiger
habitat areas and sanctuaries into National Parks so as to protect the remaining
tiger population by preventing free entry of human population and their livestock
there.
SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Madam Speaker, the Question is very large but I do
want to inform the hon. Member and the House that Project Tiger, which was
launched on 1% April, 1973 under the leadership and inspiration of the then Prime
Minister late Shrimati Indira Gandhi, is today acknowledged as one of the success
stories in conservation across the world. We have had problems on the tiger front
in various sanctuaries. I admit it. But, overall, I think it is important to appreciate
and acknowledge the success that India has had in tiger conservation. Over 50 per
cent of the tigers in the world are in India alone and people are looking to India as
a success story of tiger conservation.

We have 39 Tiger Reserves in the country. We have requests from various
States like Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka etc. to declare more areas as
Tig=[Reserves and | Wa@) assure the hon. Member that Project Tiger continues
to receive the highest attention even at the level of the Prime Minister who has
written, at various points of time, to the Chief Ministers concerned alerting them
to the need to take action so that we do not repeat the Sariska or the Panna type of
calamities that overtook the tiger population.
SHRI RAVNEET SINGH (ANANDPUR SAHIB): Madam, I would like to know
from the hon. Minister whether the Government proposes to include wildlife in the
Concurrent List because the then Prime Minister Indira Gandhiji wanted to place
wildlife sanctuary under the Concurrent List as suggested by Dr. Salim Ali and
‘Billy’ Arjan Singh to place wildlife under the Concurrent List.
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SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Madam, to the best of my knowledge, in 1976, the
42" Amendment to the Constitution brought environment and wildlife on to the

Concurrent List.
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SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Madam, I will have to get back to the hon. Member on

the specific proposal. But I want to inform the hon. Member that there are two
issues here. One is ensuring the health of the animal population which the Central
Zoo Authority is doing through the agreement that we have with the Indian
Veterinary Research Institute at Bareily and the other issue, of course, is the health
impact on human beings from the animal population. The hon. Member is from
Uttar Pradesh. He knows that every year, year after year, hundreds of children die
due to Japanese Encephalitis and Japanese Encephalitis is a zoonotic disease. It is
a disease brought about by the contact between animals and human beings. This is
also a very serious issue. But this goes beyond my own Ministry. It gets into issues
of health, it gets into issues of urban development, it gets into issues or urban
development and it gets into issues of how people live in the proximity of animal
population. But this is a very serious issue and I share the hon. Member’s concern
that we should also pay attention not just to the welfare and health of the animals

but the impact of them on the health of human beings as well.
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SHRIMATI MANEKA GANDHI (AONLA): Madam Speaker, I would like to say
that relocation of deer, whether they breed or not, cannot be done because we have
absolutely no expertise on how to relocate animals from zoos, especially deer. It is
a fact that many deer die as soon as you dart them with anesthesia. The problem
related to the second question is that wildlife medicine is not taught in the 33
veterinary colleges that we have in India. Therefore, there is not a single wildlife
doctor. The zoos are run by Forest Officers and the doctors underneath them, who
are trained in animal husbandry, have no clue on how to treat monkey, deer etc.
Recently, the Chief Wildlife Warden of Kerala has written to me saying
that their Deer Sanctuary is also very crowded and they do not know how to
relocate deer without causing death. The Maharajbagh Zoo in Nagpur has lost all
its deer in the last one week because they picked them up to relocate them under
the orders of the CZA and all of them died. We have had a huge number of death
of deer every time deer are touched. May I suggest that the answer to both these
problems would be to start wildlife courses in all the veterinary colleges and make
it compulsory?t
(e/1120/rs/mm)

Secondly, he should bring in foreign experts to teach our Vets because we
have no idea of how to treat wild animals at all.
SHRI JAIRAM R@ESH: Madam Speaker, I accept the hon. Member’s
suggestion in view of her long experience and interest in this area. I will certainly
take measures to ensure that the veterinary facilities available in the zoo improve.

I have seen in many zoos some excellent veterinary scientists but they do
not belong to Government Department. They belong to private NGOs or Trusts. 1
entirely agree with her that this is a specialised branch and we should try to get the
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best expertise possible for wherever it is available. 1 would like to assure her that
this would be a priority issue as far as the Central Zoo Authority is concerned.
SHRI MOHAN JENA (JAJPUR): Madam, I would like to know from the Minister
whether the Ministry is aware about the fact that 698 elephants died within 19
years, that is between 1990 and 2009, due to poaching, accidents and more
particularly after coming in contact with high tension electric wires in Orissa.

I would like to know what steps the Government has taken against the

persons responsible and what administrative action Government has contemplated
to prevent this type of incidents in different parts of the country.
SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Madam Speaker, any action that has to be taken
against poachers of elephants in Orissa has to be taken by the Orissa Government
and not by the Government of India. That is the first response that I would like to
have to the hon. Member’s question.

But we are faced with a serious problem on elephants. The population of
elephants is not dwindling substantially. It is somewhere in the region of 25,000
to 26,000. But elephants are being poached, particularly in Simlipal in Orissa, we
have had a recent instance. Elephants are being killed by moving rail traffic,
particularly in Jalpaiguri in North Bengal, in the North-East Frontier Railway
operations. Every month there is a mortality of elephants and elephant calves. So,
it is a serious issue.

We have set up an expert group bringing about 20 of India’s leading
experts on the elephants. They are submitting their report to me by the end of this
month. [ will make it public thereafter. We will strengthen Project Elephant. I
think, Project Elephant should get the same degree of political attention as Project
Tiger. After all elephant is related to our culture. We propitiate Elephant God as
well. I think elephant certainly deserves much greater concern from all of us. In

this, I would also include the way the elephants are treated in some of our Temples.
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SHRI P. KARUNAKARAN (KASARGOD): Thank you Madam Speaker. I fully
agree with the views expressed by the hon. Minister that wild animals have to be
protected and some more stringent action has to be initiated in order to punish the
guilty.

In this connection, I would like to bring to the notice of the House that there
are instances where wild animals also attack humans or destroy the crops and
agricultural products, especially in the border areas of States. Madam, in the
border of areas of Kerala and Karnataka a good number of people are tribals. The
hon. Minister has stated that we have to worship the elephants. I have my own
experience that in the monsoon season the same elephants cross the borders and
the fencing areas and destroy the crops and agricultural products. They even
destroy the houses and even there are deaths.

Madam, it is really unfortunate for the tribals to go to the court. When they
go to the Karnataka court, they say that this happened in Kerala and when we
approach the Kerala court, they say that the elephant is from Karnataka. It is
really sad to say that the innocent tribal people, even in the case of death, are not
compensated.

MADAM SPEAKER: Please ask the question.

SHRI P. KARUNAKARAN (KASARGOD): Madam, I would like to know from
the hon. Minister what measures the Government can take; and while
strengthening the protective measures for the wild animals, will there be any
(f1/1125/rcp/mm)

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Madam Speaker, if you do not mind my saying so,

with greatest respect to the hon. Member, I have told him earlier and I would like

to repeat it, that the Indian elephant is like the Malayali; it is highly migratory ir@

nature. You cannot keep it controlled in one area. So, we are trying our best.
This is an issue on the Karnataka-Kerala border. We have problems in Tamil

Nadu. We have problems in Karnataka as well in Hassan district. The former
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Prime Minister writes to me very frequently about the damage that is being caused
by elephants to the human population, particularly the tribals. Certainly, we are
looking at hiking the compensation. But that is not an answer to this situation.
The answer to this situation is only possible if we allow natural elephant corridors
to be maintained. Unfortunately, with the phenomenal growth in economy and
new projects coming up, traditional elephant corridors have been disturbed. We
are trying to restore some of the traditional elephant corridors. But it is very
difficult to restore traditional elephant corridors simply because factories have
come up; housing complexes have come up and we cannot; we have to live with
people as well. They are a reality. So, the only answer that I can give to the hon.
Member is that we are aware of this problem. We will certainly provide adequate
compensation. We will try to ensure that corridors are maintained so that this type
of conflict does not intensify in future.

SHRI PABAN SINGH GHATOWAR (DIBRUGARH): I would like to
congratulate the Government for taking the World Heritage Biodiversity
Programme for India building partnership and support by UNESCO and including
two of the National Parks from Assam, namely, Kaziranga and Manas. Also, |
would like to congratulate the Minister for Rhino 2010 Vision because rhino is
one of the most endangered species of our country.

I would like to draw the attention of the hon. Minister that in Assam — it is
our experience — at the time of flood, poaching increases and a lot of accidents
take place. It is because, the National Highway goes through the National Park
and when the whole forest is flooded, the wild animals shift their habitat to other
places and while crossing the road, many of the wild animals lose their lives. 1
personally feel that without the support of the communities, who live around the
forest, poaching cannot be stopped. I think, there has to be some programme. At
the same time, there has to be protection by the forest guards. But without
sensitization of the community, despite good intention of the Government and the

amendment of the Wildlife Protection Act, that is not giving the desired result. So,
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I would like to request the Minister to look into it and take appropriate step in this
regard.

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Madam Speaker, it is true that Manas and Kaziranga
are the two success stories in revival and rehabilitation. Both Kaziranga and
Manas have come onto the UNESCO Heritage World Sites. The State
Government has also played a very important role in this revival. [ want to
congratulate the hon. Member and the State Government for allowing this effort to
continue. Today, rhinoceros is a success story. Today the population of rhinos is
over 2000. It is a good success story of conservation and I think that we can all
take pride in this.

Insofar as the specific question that the hon. Member has raised about
involving local communities in protection of sanctuaries and national parks, |
think this is a very important issue. [ happen to believe that without local
community involvement, we cannot protect the sanctuaries or tiger reserves or
national parks. We cannot do it by CRPF or para-military forces or by police; we
have to involve the local communities. That is why, we have, in the last couple of
months, begun a systematic programme of involving local communities. I will
give you a couple of examples.

In the Nagarjunasagar-Srisailam Tiger Reserve which has now been open
to public after many years of being closed because of Naxalite violence, the local
Chenchu youths, the local tribal youths, over 400 of them, have been recruited as
forest guards and conservation guards and they are increasing their role in
protection of this Tiger Reserve.

In Corbett National Park, we have recruited over 40 to 51 Gujjars, who are
the local communities so that we can increase their stake in production. In Tamil
Nadu and in Tadoba Reserve near Nagpur, wherever we have local tribal
population, we are doing it. In Manas itself we are trying to involve the local

Bodo population in the protection of the National Park.{
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So, I think, thil_f?a very important point that the hon. Member has raised,
and I would like to inform him that this is the priority of our Government.
Conservation must come through people’s participation. Conservation must come
from the involvement of local communities. Conservation cannot come if it is
imposed from outside.

(ends)
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